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“Paint” out or away the sky. The checkerboard pattern means transparency or you are looking through where the sky was. If you had an image BELOW this layer you would see that image in this area and not the checkerboard





2. Select the layer you want to work with. 


3. Click this layer mask icon.





1. If you have an image in your Background layer (not just a color with no image) do this: Make a copy of the back-ground layer by dragging the background layer on top of the new layer icon. Now work on the copy. Background layers restrict what you can do. Work on the copy and you can make many changes to it (and you have the original background layer as a backup). 





TURN OFF your original background layer. Do this by clicking the eyeball.





Use the BRUSH tool (B) to paint on your layer mask. Use a NORMAL not custom brush (unless you want a special effect look). Bracket keys change the brush size. Hold down shift + push bracket keys to change the hardness or softness of the brush edge.





Black (foreground) paints black on top of the mask and that REMOVES the image from view. Switch to a WHITE foreground to erase or REMOVE what you painted to make the image re-appear.


“X” exchanges or switches the foreground and background colors.





IMPORTANT:





FILE MANAGEMENT…


Always park your files in your working folder. Otherwise, it is too easy to lose them.


Name your files with a logical name.


TIPS:


A. Zoom in close to make the small details and check your work.


B. Hold down the spacebar to use the grabber hand to move around easily.


C. To “brush” in a straight line: Click once with the brush at your starting point and hold down the shift key and click at your ending point.
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4. Click (select) this layer mask thumbnail before painting.








